20 quu:d Ik |mages 6’”4Flash £
video tutorials, plus 30 sounds
& 5 BoxedArt HTML templates

www.webdesignermag.co.uk

Dw Dreamweéire}r Ft Flash Ps Photoshop

Real-time Flash banners, Konductor and Jetpack

All the action from the web's
premier developer conference

FREE

!93@ "

ON THE CD

Adobe MAX 2009 & Spezify

HOWTO
le e your 100% Flash website
Add video media to your WordPress blog
Prodlice real-timé day and night Flash banners

Craft advanced DIV layouts with Dreamweaver CS4
" ucefustomisable page templates with Konductor

Electrify your blog with WordPress plug-ins

ISSUE 164

* SPEZIFY SPEAKS OUT
gi The newest kids on the
search block reveal all in the
latest Behind the Scenes

GROWING THE CLOUD ISSUE 164
How web expansion is
providing new markets in
exotic global locations

4 MBI

web designer
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Visit the Web Designer
onlineshop at

i www.imagineshop. co.ukb
?s

\ for back issues, — T
booksand ~ / o
merchandise ¢ 5@ Bu:ldmg Flash SItéS

(part two)

Complete your full Flash site with the second
part of Mark Shufflebottom’s walkthrough

Animated day and
night Flash banners

Lubos Buracinsky explains how to add some
realistic charm with time-based animations

26 Behind the Scenes: Spezify R

“Who needs Googte? Behind the Scenes meets Per Persson and Febx af : 58 CSS 5 ba Sed Iayo uts in
Ekenstam, the guys behind expertmenta! search engine Spezify L Dreamweaver CS4

32 Top 20 WordPress plug-ins

using DIV tags to forge more robust layouts
. Electrify your blogging experience in ways you never thought possible with a '

&

ow [&

BE Editable templates
with Konductor

Steve Jenkins builds a website with this brand
new CMS platform and Dreamweaver extension

ow iCH

Extend your browser
with Jetpack APls

Sam Hampton-Smith demonstrates how Firefox
can be enhanced with lightweight techniques

He@

Add video-based
media to WordPress

Bring web movies to your blog in this
intermediate guide to WordPress publishing

guide to our favourite WordPress plug-ins and where  you can get them

- lLO Inside Adobe MAX 2009

We return from Los Angeies to dissect the biggest announcements from
- arquably the most important conference inthe web event calendar

The business of web design

Industry news & opinion

Stories from the business end of the web community
with news from Hammer Design and Zen Internet
Feature: Growing the cloud

How ecology and demand is expanding data
resources to destinations like Mauritius

Gallery: Yellow Bird Project

How to sell designer T-shirts with style and dignity in
the latest of our eCommerce site selections ¥
Portfolio: Your showcase ?

Work from three more independent web designers

Practical Flash techniques and inspiration for
assorted online design in another Tech Tips session
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LINING UP THE FINEST MINDS IN WEB
DESIGN FOR YOUR ONLINE EDUCATION

Lubos Buracinsk
Lubos follows up his flipclock preloader in issue

162 with another time-inspired Flash effort. This
month he shows you how to create cute day and
night banners that actually react over 24 hours. Add
some sunshine by heading over to page 54 now!

Steve Jenkins
Want to be able to make changes to your website
from multiple locations on the fly? Well, Steve shows
you how with the Konductor CMS system and

Dreamweaver plug-in, creating great templates that .‘/

can be updated anywhere. Check it out on page 62!

Mark Shufflebottom

Most would steer clear of building 100 per cent
Flash websites, but not our Mark. He’s back with the
final part of his latest project and Flash-haters might
well avert their eyes! We've added part one to the
disc so all can follow, and it starts from page 50.

||

Sam Hpmptqn-Sm h

PERCHA NG W EIFALKA
As web designers we tend to be preoccupied with
what goes on inside the browser, but Mozilla aims
to change that. With the new Jetpack APl we can
extend Firefox and write add-ons with technologies
we already know. Sam explains all from page 66.

‘ ; g .‘ i
T

ADOBE KNOWS how to put on a show and
its strength is certainly in focusing on what

it does best - not straying too far from

the formula. This was certainly evident at
MAX 2009, which we were lucky enough to
attend last month, and encapsulates why it
continues to innovate web publishing in the
way that it does. For us the biggest news was
Flash Player 10.1 hitting smartphones, but

in truth there was something for everybody
and the previews of technologies we hope to
see soon were most inspiring. If you weren’t
able to make the eventin person then we
offer up a pretty thorough analysis of what
went on from page 40. We'll obviously print
all my sightseeing shots around Hollywood
next month!

In the meantime we have a special cover
focus on WordPress plug-ins to enjoy,
featuring our favourite 20 add-ons for
powering up your blog. This has to be one

ouching down in LA for Adobe
MAX was exciting in itself, but

did the show live up to the hype?
Thankfully the answer is yes... just!

of the coolest things about WordPress, that
ability to extend it and enhance the page
templates you publish with it. It just shows
that rapid blog and site design need not be
so limiting and those hoping to get in on the
latest trends or offer genuine power can still
mix it with the best. In Behind the Scenes
this month we have visual search engine
maverick Spezify revealing all about its
intriguing new service, while tutorials for full
Flash sites, real-time banners, Dreamweaver
layouts and Mozilla Jetpack ensure a varied
selection for all tastes.

Never mind Adobe MAX, there's
something for everybody right here - and
we hope you will enjoy everything until
next time...

Mark Billen
Editor

Issue 164 keeps the good stuff coming
with this little lot to enjoy...

:3. EE Behind the Scenes i; ?8 Tech Tips for Flash g;. 88 The remote web and

with Spezify
Visual search is the name of the
game and guest this month
Spezify is leading the charge

and general web
Find inspiration and technical tips
for your web design and Flash
development needs right here!

how It Is expanding
Adrian Bridgwater travels to
Mauritius to look at how the web
trade is finding exotic new homes

Web Designer| 3
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SHOWCASE GALLERY

Mutant Labs

2 2 T ‘1 A NEW BREED OF
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Project 365

Wiktionary
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i and your website

1.2 3 Tranglations

Head to our main site for tutorial
file downloads, or get on the forum
to seek support from other readers

IS montn. ..

' Building Flash sites
(part two)

Complete your full Flash site with the second
part of Mark Shufflebottom’s walkthrough

Animated day and
night Flash banners

Lubos Buracinsky explains how to add some
realistic charm with time-based animations

CSS-based layouts in
Dreamweaver C54

Geoff Blake of Ten Ton offers a masterclass in
using DIV tags to forge more robust layouts

Dw (&5

Editable templates
with Konductor

Steve Jenkins builds a website with this brand
new CMS platform and Dreamweaver extension

Extend your browser
with Jetpack APIs

Sam Hampton-Smith demonstrates how Firefox
can be enhanced with lightweight techniques

ne

Add video-based
edia to WordPress

Bring web movies to your blog in this
intermediate guide to WordPress publishing

W
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NAL PROGRAMMING

Not a run of the mill agency Specialist iPhone app creators
www.project365.co.uk http://mutantlabs.co.uk

Ribbons of Red

Award winning creative agency Web design agency from Ohio
www.toyny.com www.ribbonsofred.com

~ Createa custom template to use with the
sm=w» Konductor content management platform

boxbasic.css,

W, Dobasicdwtimages - § KONDUCTOR IS A NEW CONTENT MANAGEMENT PLATFORM THAT INTERACTS WITH

TUTORIAL OBJECTIVE . DREAMWEAVER TEMPLATES TO SEAMLESSLY PROVIDE MULTI-LOCATION ONLINE EDITING

To create a Dreamweaver template s, KONDUCTOR IS A new content management platform create a template with any number of editable regions

and edit online with Konductor P s* thatinteracts with Dreamweaver to allow for webpage under the banner of New Konductor Site, which provides the

TIME REQUIRED editing via the web. It is billed as ‘The smarter CMS platform necessary connection details. Templates are then synchronised

3 focused on providing a seamless workflow from design to with Konductor ready for use.
SKILL LEVE ; content creation’. Users can join in the action by heading to The Konductor AIR app needs Abode AIR installed (http://
L www.konductor.net to sign up for a free Konductor account. get.adobe.com/air/) and uses any uploaded Dreamweaver

Here users are provided with a unique URL and download links templates as the basis of a page. The templates leave the
to the Dreamweaver extension and the Konductor AIR app. It desired design intact while allowing multiple users to edit the
is the installed Dreamwever extension that provides the link predetermined regions. The perfect platform for designers to
between the software and the Konductor AIR app. Designers create and non-designers to edit.

62 | Web Designer



Steve Jenkins is a keen designer and developer, who started
creating websites after attending Bournemouth University and loves
tackling the most testing of Dreamweaver problems. To see a sample

of Steve's work, take a visit to www.thesouthend.co.uk

01 Register

The very first step is to head on over to http:/www.
konductor.net/register and register for a Konductor
account. Fill out the registration form, pay attention to
Your first site ID as this is the name that will be used to
reach a conductor site. To finish up click the ‘| accept.
Create my account’ button.
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04 Open HTML page

After entering Konductor details press OK and choose
the local root folder to place the Konductor website files.
If a new folder is to be used, create it before opening the
Konductor extension. Now press Select and open the
file to be used as the template for the site. Alternatively,
create a site from scratch.

07 Smart regions

Each editable region can be further modified by first
clicking in the associated tab. For example, the top menu
region we created can be modified by selecting Menu
Region. This will then overwrite any existing code. Select
menu, a menu direction, menu depth and the new CSS
will be added.

Welcome Stevel
Download your tools.

3 % perce Downiosd e

Dreamwesver eTIaIon 10 =ieg e your desigre
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02 Download

Konductor offers two ways to download its Dreamweaver
extension and AIR application. These can be downloaded
immediately after creating an account. Alternatively,
following Konductor email instructions log in and click on
the Downloads tab and download both. Double-click the
.mxp file to install the Dreamweaver extension.

Panponstons | [ sntecenm [ [Cumanent | [Bestrses | )\ inb
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05 Template-ify

The basic HTML file needs to be turned into a
Dreamweaver template, so the first step is to add editable
regions. First select the element that needs to be editable,
ie text, and head to the Insert menu. Now select Template
Objects>Editable Region, which will display ‘Dreamweaver
will automatically convert.. ', press OK to continue.

Save As Template

08 save template

Now select the keyboard shortcut Ctrl/Cmnd+S to save
the file and activate the Save As Template dialog window.
The Site drop-down box will have the name of the
Konductor site displayed and the name of the template in
the Save As field. Rename and add a description if desired
and press Save.
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03 Konductor site definition

Once the extension has been installed a new Konductor
addition appears in the Site menu. Select Site>New
Konductor Site to open the Site Definition dialog window.
Now enter the name of the site created in the registration
process, the URL, ie http://webdesignermag.konductor.
net and the username and password created previously.

Mis is title 01 MRisis title

&

box image

Misis titie 03

_

06 Edit region

By default, Dreamweaver will name the New Editable
Region EditRegionl. Change the name to a more relevant
and recognisable title and press OK. Now repeat the
process for all the elements that need to be editable
within the template, And again give all elements a
relevant and recognisable name.

Synchronize Files

Drection: I reewer (e to remte

[ Delete ramate Mas not on ool drive

09 synchronize Sitewide

To connect with Konductor and upload any files, first go
to Site>Synchronize Sitewide to open the Synchronize
Files window. For first-time users select Entire... from
the Synchronize drop-down list and Put newer files to
remote... from the Direction drop-down list and press
Preview to continue.
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10 start Synchronize

Dreamweaver will now go through the connection
process and present a list of the files currently within the
site definition, As this is the first time, all the files need to
be uploaded. Press OK and the Background File Activity
window will display the progress of the files being
uploaded until complete,

13 Change template

By default, Konductor will be displaying the default
templates. Select Homepage and the page properties
will appear in the bottom of the screen. To change the
template press Change Template, select the appropriate
template and press Change. Apply to all pages. To
preview the new-look homepage, hit the Preview icon,

he web desi

box image

16 Changing text

All the editable regions will be outlined in blue to indicate

what is available to edit. To edit an element click the
appropriate box and the Properties will appear at the
bottom of the screen. If the editable region is text, simply
type in the replacement text. Now click Save And Preview

followed by Preview in Browser to view changes.

64 | Web Designer

17 Synchronize options

The initial sync process will send all files to the server.
Subsequent synchronisation will act slightly differently.
Re
appear in the list. Click Show all files to view all files. To
change a file’s status use the buttons in the bottom-left

»eat the previous step and only updated files will

corner, ie Ignore to stop file being synchronised.

14 Homepage

The homepage can be modified to suit your individual
wishes; first select the page name, change to index and
press Apply. Now click Page Meta Data, add a page title,
page description, page keywords and press OK. Now click
the Edit icon in the bottom-right corner to start editing
the template.

17 Upload assets

Before changing the default image to the actual image
the image needs to be uploaded to the Assets section

of Konductor. Close the Edit window and click the Assets
button on the main window. Now click the Upload Asset
icon, locate the desired asset, select and press Open. The

asset is then uploaded to the Assets section ready to use

12 Konductor login

All the files within the defined site will now have been
uploaded and placed in the appropriate Konductor
folder. Now open the Kondcutor AIR app icon, there
should be a shortcut on the desktop. Add the Site
Name, Username, Password and press Login to enter the

Konducter app and view the home screen.

15 Edit menu text

At the top of the template file is the menu text ready

to be edited. Select the text of the first link and the
Properties window will display all the various options.
Click Internal to display all the pages currently available
with the Konductor site, Select a page and press Apply.
Repeat this process for the links in the menu.

18 Replace image

Now click All Pages, select the index file and double-click
or press
window. Select an image to activate Image Properties.

Edit in the bottom-right corner to open the edit

Click Replace Image and the Asset Library will appear
select the desired asset and press Insert to add the new

image. Now press Save changes to save the pa
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19 Image properties
After an image has been put in place, Konductor allows
users to perform modifications. Add an Alt tag for better
accessibility, click External Link to add a link to an external
URL and call up Text Wrapping if text needs to be aligned
next to an image. If an image has been resized, click Reset

Image size to go back to the original dimensions.

27 Add new pages

By definition the additional pages may not be enough
for all the pages needed in a bespoke site. To add a single
new page, select All Pages and click the Add Page icon
Select the desired template from the Add Page dialog
window, give it a new page name and press Add to add
to the current collection

STH META DATA

Page Titie
Inchude the site tithe and & brief description

Pope Descrigtion

DHon of the webs 2o which thould be short
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23 Save and Preview

Now populate the new pag y select
Changes, wait and pre
Meta Data to make the s

€ More rch-engine friendly.

y and clicking Edit. Once the text and imagss ha
to see the finished page. Finally, close dowr

20 Existing pages
By default, Konductor adds a number of existing pages.
These should have the new template applied. If this is

the case then some work may be needed, eg in step 15
the menu text was edited with links added. However, this

will only apply to one page, all existing pages will need
updating. Select, click Edit and add links as before.

22 Add multiple pages

Adding multiple pages is very similar to adding a single
page. First, click the Add Multiple icon to open the related
window. Now use the up and down arrows to choose

the desired number of pages. Give the pages a name, ie
product, select the desired template and press Add. The
pages will be added and named eg, product 1, product 2

e been modified press Save
select All Pages and add Site

The Konductor content management
platform has many faces. Here we look at
how to set up and manage Design and
Client accounts

§:_ THE KONDUCTOR CONTENT management platform is a
¥  multi-talented beast and provides a lot more than we have
touched on in the tutorial. Principally the platform was built for
designers to create templates that can be edited by multiple
online users. The current Dreamweaver extension effectively
provides the upload link between the local files and the online
Konductor app. The Adobe AIR application is where the fun
really begins. This allows users to take control of content
without destroying the beautifully created Dreamweaver
templates. Users can simply keep adding new templates to
create a fully customised bespoke web solution.

However, it is away from the two design components that
there is greater control over Konductor. Once a Konductor
account has been created users can log in as a Designer or
Client. The Designer login allows users to manage current
sites, create new ones and edit account details. Once logged
in users see a list of sites which give direct access to the
URL, webdesigner.konductor.net and its status. Users can
send access information directly via email to other users.
There is an Edit button that also allows account holders to
change details. In addition to the listing there is a Create a
New Site button. Click this and users can add a new title and
add details of the Master Administrator, this will need to be
someone with a Konductor account. This will create a new site
with the new prefix and Konductor domain, ie mynewsite.
konductor.net, The new site will currently be empty as no
Dreamweaver templates have been initiated. So, users need
to head back to Dreamweaver to create a New Konductor Site
with the appropriate details. Then it’s a matter of creating the
appropriate templates and synchronising with Konductor.
Users can then log in and start adding pages.

The Client login is the administrators account area, Here
administrators can edit profiles, check history and delete
accounts, There is the option to Create a New Admin directly
from within the account area. Manage Site allows for the Site
Title to be modified and the option to Set Google Analytics
Script. Plus, this is where all billing information will appear
when the website is fully active. Unfortunately, there is no
mention of pricing currently.

Identify Yourself

Designer

Log in as a Designer to get access to manage current sites
and create new/ sites

|
=

Use the Client account to manage administrators and
site details
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